[Diastematomelia (author's transl)].
21 cases have been observed and followed up for 10 years. All were children. Three types of anomaly were noted: Spinal curvature (mostly scoliosis), skin abnormalities in the mid line (hypertrichosis, angioma, skin dimples) and problems in the lower limbs (varus deformities of the feet, leg length discrepancy, muscular atrophy, neurological disorders). These signs, even if not all are present, must lead to a study of the vertebral bodies and to gas myelography whcih demonstrates a double spinal cord over a variable length from 2 to 14 segments. 15 children were treated surgically by mobilisation of the spinal cord and arthrodesis of the spine. 4 of them were made worse. In contrast, none of the 6 children treated conservately was made worse. The authors conclude that surgery should be reserved for recent spontaneous neurological deterioration and severe deformities of the spine.